How did Don and Gina get into Soledad Prison?
Well, to understand the answer to that question, first you have to know a little
bit about this couple.

Don and Gina Boisvert are simply the volunteering-est couple you are ever
likely to meet. You've likely seen them, scores of times, fixing and serving food
at various Church gatherings. Gina's pastries are simply awesome, as we all
know from taking our turn in line to scoop up some of her baked delights.
But that is merely the tip of the iceberg; these two are involved in a broad
multiplicity of charitable activities. One of the more remarkable ones is the
Kairos Prison Ministry, truly an inspiring organization.
Currently, the Boisverts conduct Kairos Crucillos at the CMF medical facility
(Vacaville) and Salinas Valley Prison (Soledad).
[Kairos has been around since 1976, conducting 3-day courses, retreats
really, to bring Jesus' love into prisoners' lives. From humble beginnings in
Florida as "Cursillo in Prison", with a staff of nine, Kairos has grown into a
nationwide and international organization of 30,000 volunteers like Don and
Gina.]

These energetic volunteers are also involved (along with many others from
local churches) in support for the homeless in Santa Cruz.
One of the most important targets of Don's and Gina's generosity is the Saint
Francis Soup Kitchen, right down the hill in Santa Cruz. Literally in our own
back yard, lunches are served for the homeless and needy every weekday
(Monday-Friday). This is a huge service to our community, and it doesn't
happen easily. The Kitchen needs a staff of 15 workers at every meal.

Obviously, even Don and Gina's considerable efforts are not sufficient for
Saint Francis' needs. Please consider lending a helping hand to this excellent
project. Volunteers are needed, welcome, and amply rewarded for their efforts
by the grateful looks on the faces of the guests.

Yes, it's true: If you look in the dictionary under "philanthropist", you are likely
to find a picture of Don and Gina <grin>. These two embody, and demonstrate
in their daily lives, the love of Jesus that is in us all. It is a love that we all
should seek and embrace, so please feel free to thank them, and by all
means ask them how you can help in their many projects.

Still Curious? See these links --http://www.stfrancissoupkitchen.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cursillo
http://www.kairosprisonministry.org/
--- Karin and Greg Illes
__________________
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